elected to fill vacancies.
Sib Archibald Orr-Ewing, presiding at the annual meeting of the subscribers to the Glasgow Hospital for Skin Diseases, remarked that it was surprising that the subscriptions to this institution should have amounted to only ?222. It is indeed strange, and hardly consonant with the well-known generosity of the good folks of St. Mungo's city towards their charities. In concluding his speech Sir Archibald paid a well-deserved tribute to Dr. M'Call Anderson, to whom the hospital owes its origin. A correspondent, who feels deeply that it is desirable for the good of both the public and the hospitals that these should be free to all who need their help, has sent us the report of the Newcastle Infirmary, which shows that in the one year which has elapsed since this institution was changed from a "ticket" to a "free" hospital, the workmen's contributions have risen from ?332 to ?1,550, which sum does not include ?400, collected in 1887, but not handed to the treasurer of the infirmary till after the accounts were made up. The best comment we can offer on these facts may be given in the words of our correspondent, who has already stated his views on the subject in our columns : " An advance in workmen's contributions from ?332 to nearly ?2,000, with a proportionate increase of support to the other charities of the city, and every prospect of that amount being doubled as the scheme spreads this year, speaks for itself, and I think justifies me in pressing the claims of such a movement on the attention of hospital managers in London and other large towns." Many letters on the subject of workmen's contributions have appeared in che newspapers, and in one of the special supplements we pointed out that it was a privilege for our working classes to support hospitals when they are well if they wish to profit by them when they are ill. This statistical testimony from Newcastle proves that they are ready to do so when assured that the hospitals are really meant for all, and that necessity forms a sufficient claim to their benefits.
